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has said and not be impressed by the combination of idealism and 
robust commonsense which, even more than his unquestioned political 
sagacity, have enabled him to retain for so many years his pre- 
eminent position in the American labor movement. 

The addresses and other documents in this volume tell only the 
smaller portion of the story of what Mr. Gompers did to help win 
the war. While supporting the government by voice and pen, he was 
also taking the lead in the organization and direction of all of the 
machinery which was created by agreements between departments of 
the government and representatives of labor to insure the continuous 
prosecution of essential war industries. To say that that machinery 
was all wisely devised and efficiently operated would be to exaggerate, 
but all the more credit to Mr. Gompers and the responsible officials of 
organized labor for the results achieved ! By means of it, such as it 
was, and by their aid, the wheels of industry were kept continuously 
revolving, and this country was able not only to insure the defeat of 
Germany but to hasten that defeat by many months. It is to be hoped 
that the " Official War Record " of this volume may one day be sup- 
plemented by an unofficial record of Mr. Gompers' other services to 
his country during the war. The complete story entitles him to the 
esteem and gratitude of his fellow citizens. 

Henry R. Seager. 

The British Revolution and American Democracy. By Nor- 
man Angell. New York, B. W. Huebsch, 191 9. — xix, 319 pp. 

Labor and Reconstruction in Europe. By ELISHA M. Fried- 
man. New York, E. P. Dutton and Company, 1919. — xix, 216 pp. 

Problems of Reconstruction. By ISAAC LlPPlNCOTT. New 
York, The Macmillan Company, 1919. — 340 pp. 

It is presumably a good omen and a matter for congratulation that 
publishers find themselves able to sell any book with the word " recon- 
struction " in its title. Momentarily, it is the word to conjure with — 
until one opens the numerous reconstruction volumes ; then a feeling 
of oppression sets in. This feeling is reinforced by three considera- 
tions. It is discouraging to find the publishers so lacking in discrim- 
ination. It shatters illusions to find authors willing to put their names 
to inadequately prepared books. It is lamentable to think that Amer- 
ican readers cannot be provided with more substantial fare. 
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Of the three books here under review only the one which is written 
by an Englishman escapes the obloquy which is all too likely to fall upon 
our reconstruction literature. Mr. Angell is interpreting to America, 
in the light of its present problems, the program and the spiritual 
animus of the Labor Party of Great Britain. He is preeminently 
equipped for the work by reason of his close knowledge of public affairs 
in both countries, his dispassionate mind and his lucid, if sometimes too 
extended, exposition. The book frankly confines itself to this task of 
interpretation, and only in the last part, especially in the final chapter, 
"Why Freedom Matters", does Mr. Angell rise to the use of his full 
powers as an analytical and constructive political writer. Here his 
pamphleteering abilities are superlatively displayed, and if the book 
has any permanent value, it will be because of the inclusion of this 
essay. For the rest, we are indebted to Mr. Angell for supplying the 
average American reader with a. background of knowledge and running 
comment which he must have if he is to understand the world signifi- 
cance of the activities of British labor. Unfortunately, Mr. Angell's 
book may never reach the audience to which it would be of greatest 
service. 

Mr. Friedman's volume does not fulfill the promise of his earlier 
American Problems of Reconstruction. His attempt is to present the 
important reconstruction programs of the European countries ; and, of 
course, he is laboring under the handicap of considering subject-matter 
which fairly proliferates over night. Even so, it is hard to excuse the 
very summary and second-hand reference to so much material which 
was readily at hand at the time the author went to press. Nor can it 
be said that the book provides the interpretative setting so essential to a 
balanced understanding of the reconstruction programs of Europe. It 
is predominantly an abstract of documentary and literary material, pro- 
vided with little or none of the setting of contemporary evidence. For 
the student who is interested to inquire into the reaction of the working 
class and of political parties to the war problems in Europe, the bibli- 
ography will perhaps serve as useful a purpose as the text. This criti- 
cism is in a sense redundant since the author warns that " the critic 
will see evidence of hasty execution. ' ' This is too easy a way to secure 
exculpation from what is really a fatal shortcoming in a book on so 
important a subject. 

Mr. Lippincott's volume continues the discussion commenced by 
Professor Gray's War- Time Control of Industry. It is a useful and 
compact reference book on the machinery of the war-time control in 
the various governmental departments. Covering the whole field of 
political organization as it does, the treatment is necessarily brief, and 
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little attempt is made to evaluate the permanent uses of all the machinery 
of control which is discussed. The book is almost completely objective ; 
the author seems fearful of being found in the act of expressing any 
personal opinion. In consequence, he leaves the task of reconstruction 
exactly where he found it, except for the information he gives ; that is, 
he leaves it as a series of problems toward the solution of which he 
offers no specific suggestions. 

Ordway Tead. 
New York City. 

Readings in Industrial Society. By LEON CARROLL MARSHALL. 
Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1918. — xxiv, 1082 pp. 

As indicated in the subtitle of this formidable volume, the author 
has brought together a large array of descriptive material for "a study 
in the structure and functioning of economic organization." Among 
a considerable number of students in the social sciences the feeling has 
been growing that economics, as studied in our colleges and uni- 
versities, lacks the substance and security which is often obtained in 
other fields of intellectual endeavor by a happy coordination of his- 
torical perspective and speculative logomachy. With a view to attain 
such an end , there have appeared in recent years several volumes of 
" selected readings ' ' for the study of economics and economic prob- 
lems. The present one is a creditable addition to this goodly list in 
the publication of which the University of Chicago Press has taken a 
leading part. 

The material has been selected with the two-fold purpose of furnish- 
ing the student with " the historical background " of present economic 
organization and, more particularly, of pointing out " some outstanding 
features of modern industrial society." By way of further accommo- 
dation to the student, each chapter is prefaced with a brief summary of 
" the problems at issue" together with an imposing catalogue of ques- 
tions bearing on its subject-matter. The questions are in part adapted 
from an earlier booklet of Outlines used in connection with introduc- 
tory courses in economics in the University of Chicago. 

The selection of readings, in point of amplitude, is quite above 
criticism — containing something over four hundred titles. For the 
aiost part the selections are judiciously made, though it cannot confi- 
dently be said that the author's familiarity with the literature of his 
subject is wide. Practically all the material has been drawn from 
English and American sources, and in the rare instances of citations 
from non- English- speaking authorities, the author has been content to 



